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life is to be carried on; a^nd a law was therefore made, by
which it was intended that this species of debauchery, so
peculiarly fatal, should be prevented.

Against the end of this law no man has hitherto made
the least objection; no one has dared to signalize himself
as an open advocate for vice, or attempted to prove that
drunkenness was not injurious to society, and contrary to
the true ends of human being. The encouragement of
wickedness of this shameful kind, wickedness equally con-
temptible and hateful, was reserved for the present mi-
nistry, who are now about to supply those funds which
they have exhausted by idle projects and romantick expe-
ditions, at the expense of health and virtue , who have dis-
covered a method of recruiting armies by the destruction
of their fellow-subjects; and while they boast themselves
the assertors of liberty, are endeavouring to enslave us by
the introduction of those vices, which in all countries, and
in every age, have made way for despotick power.

Even this expedient, my lords, must in a short time fail
them; the products of vice as well as of commerce must
in time be exhausted; and what will then remain? The
honest and industrious must feel the weight of some new
imposition, which the sagacity of experienced oppression
may find means to lay upon them; they will then first find
the benefit of this new law, since they may, by the use of
those liquors which are indulged them, put a speedy end
to that life which they made unable to support.

The means by which the expenses of our present designs
are to be supported, such means, my lords, as were never
yet practised by any state, however exhausted, or however
endangered, means which a wise nation would scarcely use
to repel an invader from the capital, or to raise works to
keep off a general inundation, raise yet stronger motions
of indignation, when it is considered for what designs these
expenses are required.

We are now, my lords, raising armies, and hiring aux-
iliaries, for an expedition of which no necessity can be dis-
covered, and from which neither honour nor advantage can
be expected ; we are about to force from the people the
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